Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #1 - What must I do to be saved?


It is the most important question ever: “What must I do to be saved?”.  

The Philippian jailer posed the question to the apostle Paul when he discovered his prisoners had been freed by a divine earthquake. Paul answered his question in Acts 16:31-34: “'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.' Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.” 

Once Paul told him that belief was a condition of salvation, he set about to teach the man so that he could believe. Faith does not come apart from the word of God, but by hearing it (Romans 10:17) and believing it enough to submit to its truths (Luke 6:46-49). 

Faith, you see, is more than just a mental assent to a series of facts. Faith is a trust and loyalty that cause the believer to be converted from his old ways in order to walk in newness of life. The jailer's faith was not idle, but working, for faith without works is dead (James 2:14-26). He showed his change of heart by washing the bruises of the apostles that hours before he had cared not about. Indeed, repentance of sins is a prerequisite to having them forgiven, as Peter taught on Pentecost (Acts 2:38). 

Saving faith is no more silent than it is idle. Some in Jesus' day believed in him, but refused to confess him because they would lose their position in society (John 12:42). Paul taught a confession of faith preceded salvation; thus it was a condition of the remission of sins (Romans 10:9). 

None of these acts of submissive faith earns a man his salvation, for grace, by definition is unmerited and no matter what we do, God will not be placed in the debt of a sinner (Luke 17:10).

As much as these acts precede salvation, so does immersion in water. Jesus taught that, “he who believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16) and Peter said that immersion was for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38-41) and to save you (First Peter 3:20-21). Paul taught that baptism is what places a person into Christ (Romans 6:3-4, Galatians 3:27). Out of that water, a man then must strive to live faithfully (Revelation 2:10).
1. Before we can consider what is required to save man, we must understand from what he is being saved. Consider the following and identify from what man is to be saved:

a. John 3:16-21:  

b. Romans 6:20-23: 

c. Matthew 1:21:

2. In recent years, a diet product has promised that you can lose weight and continue eating anything and everything you want. Can one be saved from sin the same way–continuing to live anyway he desires (Romans 6:1-2, First John 3:4-9, Hebrews 10:35-39)? Explain


3. Can any person who is guilty of sin be saved without believing in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31, Acts 4:9-12)? What must one believe about him (Acts 8:37, First Corinthians 15:13-17)?


4. What Bible character taught believing on Jesus was a “work”? How might belief require effort (Hebrews 11:6, Matthew 7:7-11, 10:32-39, James 2:20)?



5. Is belief alone sufficient to bring salvation, according to these passages?

a. Luke 6:46-49:

b. Matthew 7:21-23:

c. James 2:14-17:


6. How do you know that confession of faith is necessary to salvation? What role does repentance of sins play in salvation?



7. In what passage are repentance and baptism joined in preceding salvation?



8. What role do the following passages attribute to water immersion:

a. First Peter 3:20-22:

b. Romans 6:4-5:

c. Galatians 3:27:

d. Colossians 2:11-13:


9. Has one who has confessed, repented and submitted to baptism earned his salvation by these efforts (Luke 17:7-10, James 2:14-26)?

